
SESAR SOLUTION #118 CONTEXTUAL NOTE 

Contextual note – SESAR Solution description form for deployment planning  

Purpose: 

This contextual note introduces a SESAR Solution (for which maturity has been assessed as sufficient 
to support a decision for industrialization) with a summary of the results stemming from R&D 
activities contributing to deliver it. It provides to any interested reader (external and internal to the 
SESAR programme) an introduction to the SESAR Solution in terms of scope, main operational and 
performance benefits, relevant system impacts as well as additional activities to be conducted during 
the industrialization phase or as part of deployment. This contextual note complements the technical 
data pack comprising the SESAR deliverables required for further industrialization/deployment. 

Improvements in Air Traffic Management (ATM) 

The basic Extended ATC Planner aims at bridging the gap between Air Traffic Flow and Capacity 
Management (ATFCM) and Air Traffic Control (ATC) providing real-time and fine-tuning measures to 
solve ATFCM hotspots and to perform early measures to alleviate complexity closest to ATC 
activities. 
The solution consists of an automated tool and associated procedures supporting the basic 
communication between the Local DCB position and the Controllers' Work Positions allowing the EAP 
and the ATC team in identifying, assessing and resolving local complexity situations. The basic EAP 
relies on a real time integrated process for managing the complexity of the traffic with capability to 
reduce traffic peaks through early implementation of fine-tuned solutions to solve workload 
imbalances at the local level, compatible with the short term timeframe of execution phase of the 
flights. 

The basic EAP concept introduces also a new role, the EAP role (Extended ATC Planning), which is 
intended to fill the gap between ATFCM and ATC: 

• The EAP is not an additional staff: it is a role covering a set of services/functions that can be
assumed by different personnel of the ATSU (already existing actors, like TC or new actors
like MSP or LTM);

• It is highly recommended that the EAP is holding or has held an ATCO rating in the relevant
ATSU’s airspace

The main benefits expected from the basic EAP function are principally: 

• To help providing a better service to airspace users through reduced delays, better
punctuality, less ATFCM regulations, whilst maintaining or even increasing safety.

• To increase the controllers’ productivity contributing thus to increase the overall en-route
capacity of the ACC.

In addition, as it will help anticipating the resolution of ATC workload imbalances, the basic EAP 
concept can be considered as a potential enabler for the deployment of functionalities such as 
Extended AMAN or Free Routing operations. 

Operational Improvement Steps (OIs) & Enablers 

Applicable Integrated Roadmap Dataset is DS18. 










