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As clarified at the 2nd RPAS Workshop that took place on the 16th November 2014, the RPAS 
Definition Phase will not result in a separate RPAS SESAR programme but will integrated into 
the SESAR 2020 Programme. RPAS is seen as a new air operator and its integration in 
airspace will be gradual and subsequently alleviated as soon as technology, regulation and 
societal acceptance progress. The way RPAS operations will be conducted, as regard to ATM 
operations will be equivalent to manned aircraft 

1. Florian Guillermet, SESAR JU, opened the workshop discussing on the next steps to follow 
as per the content provided from the previous Workshop and reiterated that there was a 
need to find synergies as RPAS development can go to quickly, thereby have negative 
impact that will affect the overall use of airspace.  

The work already performed by the contribution of the stakeholders, EC, EASA, and 
EUROCONTROL, as well as representatives from industry and other bodies including the 
Military represented by EDA, AT-One and ATM Fusion, will be integrated in the content 
description of the SESAR 2020 programme. The timeline to finish this integration is the end 
of March 2015, followed by a Procurement process to see the final mechanism of this 
integration. Last but not least, another element to be completed in order to run the Definition 
Phase is to match the RPAS activities with the on-going ATM Master Plan update campaign 
as well as the release of a call for an SESAR RPAS Market View study before the end of the 
first half of 2015.  

The workshop Agenda was conducted as follows: 

 
No. Topics Speakers 

1 Keynote Speech  Florian Guillermet (SJU Executive Director)) 

2 The ATM Master Plan Update Campaign (ppt.) François Huet (SJU) 

3 European Commission RPAS Activities in 2015  Koen De Vos (DG MOVE) 

4 EASA RPAS Activities in 2015 Eric Sivel (EASA) 

5 SESAR 2020 Programme Progress Report  (ppt.) Denis Koehl (SJU) 

6 EDA RPAS Activities in 2015 (ppt.) David Chinn(EDA) 

7 ASD RPAS Activities in 2015 (ppt.) Fredrik Nordstroëm (ASD) 

8 ESA RPAS Activities (ppt.) Rita Rinaldo (ESA) 

9 RPAS Definition Phase – Overview of work plan 
progress (ppt.) 

Mike Lissone (SJU) 

Feedback from different topics 

2. François Huet was introduced as the SJU focal point for the EU ATM Master Plan Campaign 
2015. He presented the campaign on the updating of the Master Plan which is the roadmap 
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towards deployment. The main objectives are clearly defined in the slides. 20 activities have 
to be aligned and the idea is that the Master Planning Group (MPG) will have to provide 
feedback to prioritise the description of work following the planning established.  

The 86 solutions contained within the first three SESAR 2020 pillars have been tackled one 
by one and the assessment of each solution needs coordination to see how to synchronize 
deployment and the standards required. 

Concerning the timeline, the next edition of the Master Plan will be ready by the end of June 
2015 and that the major involvement will be to deliver the Master Plan to the SJU who will 
update the proposal to the Administrative Board. The target time is to release a consolidate 
ATM Master Plan Edition 2015 before the year end. 

3. Koen De Vos mentioned that due to the political climate surrounding the use of the RPAS 
technology the EC wants to give reassurance of a regulatory support and mentioned the last 
communication on RPAS published by the commission on the 19th November 2014 (click 
here to access to this information) insisting that there will be a set of RPAS principles at the 
European level that has to be taken into account for the RPAS to be fully integrated into the 
airspace. EASA is working at the same time along with JARUS to establish a corresponding 
regulatory structure and also with Industry to make it part of this process. 
 
He also explained that commercial business is the main purpose for EC, therefore, civil and 
military have to be on board on the general approach and private activities will have to follow 
the rules. He added that civilian airspace would be more appropriate to be used in terms of 
RPAS activities better than civil or military RPAS as rules to aircraft have to be applied in the 
same way no matter whether they are civil or military. With regard to a question raised about 
the time scale set by EC on 2016 as the year to integrate RPAS into airspace, Koen insisted 
that we have to create political momentum and by 2016 EC has to make sure that the main 
strings will be in place, at least the RPAS principles mentioned in the last EC’s 
communication.  
 

4. Eric Sivel, EASA, commented on the following issues concerning EASA RPAS activities; 
i. 2 applications are being handled at this moment and 4 are in the pipeline 
ii. It is being considered to base the design approvals on the risk and complexity of the 

operation. The challenge is to keep the rules proportionate to the potential risk to 
avoid burden for industry and the supervisory authorities.  

iii. Verify which RPAS need civil authorization or certificate. 
iv. Proposal to modify the basic regulation by removing the 150 kg limit and add specific 

requirements for RPAS.  
v. High Level Conference in Riga (5 & 6 March on the opening of the aviation market to 

RPAS in a safe and sustainable manner) to discuss if EASA is going in the right 
direction. 

vi. Concerning the timeline for the integration of RPAS by 2016, EASA proposed a 
progressive way to make the rules as technology evolves in order to be able to 
develop the rules of standards together with the existing rules as some countries 
have already got their own RPAS rules. He also commented, as Koen did earlier, 
that this timeline is a political plan defined by the market’s pressure.   

 
5. Denis Koehl explained that the SESAR 2020 Programme was going as expected, the DoW 

has been done and sent to the SESAR 2020 Steering Committee to integrate the input into 
the SESAR 2020 Projects and that the next steps were to provide input to the EU ATM 
Master Plan and launch a SESAR RPAS Market Study. The other presentations from EDA, 
ASD and ESA were content wise appreciated and summarised clearly their respective 
RPAS programmes. 
 

6. Mike Lissone updated those present on the RPAS Definition Phase planning overview; 
 

 ALENIA, the co-ordinator of PJ13 will have to see how to fit the RPAS activities 
into the different projects. RPAS Act 3 (Airspace & Airport Access),Act 5 (Human 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/aerospace/uas/
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Factor) and Act 6 (Security) will be integrated into the other SESAR Projects but 
it will be up to the consortia how they will proceed to do the insertion. 

 There are to different versions of PJ13; v0.8 by the end of January 2015 without 
RPAS and v0.9 by the end of February including RPAS (Act 1 Detect & Avoid, 
Act 2 C2 & Act 4 Contingency). 

 RPAS Act 7 (Demos & Best practices) will be carried out by EUROCONTROL as 
industry has not shown any interest in investing neither time nor FTEs at this 
moment. 

 Report of the Master Plan by mid-2016. 

 Price enquiry addressing the full scope of the RPAS integration is just an 
estimation as there are still some issues that might require full information which 
could have not been taken into account 

 
Concerning the SESAR RPAS Market Study, we need the RPAS market’s view to define, 
describe and forecast the Global RPAS Market, which has never been done before and it 
was a proposal to frame the work and avoid inaccuracies. 

NOTE: All relevant information on the milestones and timelines are well described in the 
presentations that you will find uploaded in the SJU web site 

 

 

 

http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/all-news/rpas-workshop-2014
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(By Alphabetical order as per the organisations) 
 

    

AIRBUS HOFFMANN Dieter Dieter.hoffmann@cassidian.com 

ASD NORDSTROEM Fredrik Fredrik.nordstroem@cassidian.com 

 RIVET Francois Fr.rivet@laposte.net 

 VIAOUET Yoann Yoann.viaouet@asd-europe.org 

ATM-FUSION LE TALLEC Claude Claude.le_tallec@onera.fr 

AT-One HESSELINK Henk Henk.hesselink@nlr.nl 

DASSAULT PATIN Bruno bruno.patin@dassault-aviation.com 

DG GROW BUTTIN Thierry Thierry.buttin@ec.europa.eu 

DG MOVE CLAUS Frédéric Frederic.claus@ec.europa.eu 

 DE FRUTOS Vicente Vicente.de-frutos-cristobal@ec.europa.eu 

 DE VOS Koen Koen.de-vos@ec.europa.eu 

EASA SIVEL Eric Eric.sivel@easa.europa.eu 

EAVA 
 

JAKIMENKO Jaanus Jaanus.jakimenko@eava.ee 

TAMM Jaan Jaan.tamm@eava.ee 

EDA CHINN David David.chinn@eda.europa.eu 

ESA RINALDO Rita Rita.rinaldo@esa.int     

EUROCOKPIT GAMMICCHIA Alvaro ag@eurocockpit.be 

EUROCONTROL BELLESIA Luca Luca.bellesia@eurocontrol.int Teleconf 

 LISSONE Mike Mike.lissone@eurocontrol.int 

 REUBER Edgar Edgar.reuber@eurocontrol.int 

 SANCHEZ Julia Julia.sanchez@eurocontrol.int 

HONEYWELL CASEK Petr Petr.casek@honeywell.com          Teleconf 

De RUYTER Joeri Joeri.DeRuytter@honeywell.com  

KANOVSKY Petr Petr.kanovsky@honeywell.com   Teleconf 

INDEP. EXP SJU DE PREVAUX Patrice p.deprevaux@hotmail.com 

INDRA GONZALEZ Pablo pgonzalezs@indra.es 

JARUS VAN DE LEIJGRAAF Ron Ron.vande.leijgraaf@minienm.nl    

SAAB Group FRISK Gunnar Gunnar.frisk@saabgroup.com 

SAGEM VALLEE Alain Alain.vallee@sagem.com 

SESAR JU KOEHL Denis Denis.koehl@sesarju.eu 

 RODRIGUES Celia Celia.rodrigues@sesarju.eu 

ULTRA HESSELINK Henk Henk.hesselink@nlr.nl 

UVS 
International 

VAN BLYENBURGH Peter pvb@uvs-info.com 
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