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Press Release

Brussels, 8 April 2010


AIRE: Reduced noise and emissions on first complete transatlantic green flights
Brussels, 8 April 2010. The two first complete (gate-to-gate) green transatlantic flights were operated on 6 and 7 April 2010 from Paris-Charles de Gaulle to Miami airports. The flights were carried out by Air France (6 April) and American Airlines (7 April). This marks a new milestone for the AIRE (Atlantic Interoperability Initiative to Reduce Emissions) programme, a joint initiative between the European Commission and the FAA. AIRE is the green component of the SESAR programme. 

During the approximately nine hours flight, enhanced procedures were used to improve the aircraft’s energy efficiency. These procedures, applied at each flight stage and coordinated among all project participants, reduce fuel consumption (and hence carbon dioxide emissions) throughout the flight, from taxiing at Paris-Charles de Gaulle to arrival on the parking stand in Miami.
“I congratulate all the partners involved in this success. Gate-to-gate green flights show that by working together and by making better use of existing technology, we achieve benefits for the environment, airlines and citizens. This is the only way forward and we must do more. Green flights have to become our daily business and cannot remain singular events”, comments Patrick Ky, Executive Director of the SESAR Joint Undertaking. 
Air France estimates that the coordinated application of environmental friendly procedures during the flight cut CO2 emissions by 6-9 tons and save 2-3 tons of jetfuel. 

Among the procedures applied are the following:

· Shorter taxiing times, coordinated with Aéroports de Paris at Paris-Charles de Gaulle and with the FAA at Miami airport;

· Continuous ascent, coordinated with DSNA, the French air traffic control service provider;
· During the cruise phase, optimum altitude and speed were selected to reduce fuel consumption in conjunction with en route air traffic control centres in France (DSNA),  the UK (NATS), Portugal (Nav-Portugal) and the US (FAA);

· Continuous descent, coordinated by US air traffic control (FAA).

During the departure and arrival phases, the procedures also helped minimise noise levels. Applying these optimisations to all Air France long-haul flights to and from North America, would result in a cut of CO2 emissions by 135,000 metric tons per year, with fuel savings of 43,000 metric tons. 

# # # # # # # #

The SESAR programme is the operational and technological answer to the major challenges of European air traffic growth. The aim of the SESAR Joint Undertaking is to ensure the modernisation of the European air traffic management system by coordinating and concentrating all relevant research and development efforts in the Community. Partnership, sustainability and user-drive are key concepts of the SESAR Joint Undertaking approach. Founded by the European Commission and by Eurocontrol, fifteen companies are members of the SJU: AENA, Airbus, Alenia Aeronautica, the DFS, the DSNA, ENAV, Frequentis, Honeywell, INDRA, NATMIG, NATS (En Route) Limited, NORACON, SEAC, SELEX Sistemi Integrati and Thales.

Further information:

A recent summary of European AIRE project results is available for download at www.sesarju.eu/news-press/documents-reports. Pictures are available on request. 

Eric Platteau – Chief Communication Officer

Tel.: + 32 2 507 80 12   Mobile: + 32 493 51 09 46   eric.platteau@sesarju.eu 

Elisabeth Schoeffmann – Communication Associate

Tel.: + 32 2 507 80 30   elisabeth.schoeffmann@sesarju.eu 

www.sesarju.eu/environment 

You can also directly contact the press services of the partners mentioned above.
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