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	PRESS RELEASE 
Europe needs to prepare for drone market boom, says new study
Brussels, 23 November 2016. By 2050, it is estimated that there will be some 7 million consumer leisure drones in operation across Europe, including a fleet of 400 000 drones offering important services across the agricultural, energy, e-commerce, transport as well as public sectors. With an estimated value of EUR 15 billion annually, this market represents a huge potential for Europe and its global competitiveness. However the next years will be critical to ensuring the right ecosystem at European level is in place, all the main stakeholders are on board and research and innovation efforts are identified. These are some of the main findings of a study published today by the SESAR Joint Undertaking, the public-private partnership responsible for modernising European air traffic management. 
The “SESAR Drones Outlook Study” provides a snapshot of the drone landscape in 2050 and how  new markets will unfold: 
· Agriculture sector where over 100 000 drones are forecasted to enable precision agriculture to help drive increased levels of productivity that are required
· Energy sector where close to 10 000 drones limit risk of personnel and infrastructure by performing preventative maintenance inspections
· Delivery purposes where there is potential for a fleet of nearly 100 000 drones to provide society with urgent service capabilities, such as transporting emergency medical supplies, and “premium” deliveries

· Public safety and security where a forecasted fleet of approximately 50 000 drones would provide authorities like police and fire forces the means to more efficiently and effectively locate endangered citizens and assess hazards as they carry out civil protection and humanitarian missions
Setting up a competitive European drone market would improve connectivity, as well as allow economic growth and the creation of jobs. Such a market would also support the EU aviation strategy by embracing a new era of innovation while helping maintain the high EU safety performance standards. Unlocking the full potential of the market is dependent on the ability of these new vehicles to operate safely in various airspaces, including at very low altitude levels. This requires continued support to boost R&D capabilities and establish a suitable framework for the market to unfold.  

Much of what still needs to be done relates to traffic management technology needs (such as detect and avoid and air/ground data communications), Air Traffic Management operational procedures, security and cyber reliance along with the availability of authorised and safe testing environments. Finally, the study notes that it will be critical to act quickly given the pace of global development in drone operations. 
“The drone market is clearly set to bring significant benefits all over Europe and the continuation of that growth appears to be a matter of not if, but when. Europe must be ready with the right procedures and technologies to manage that new traffic safely and securely. With the right level of investment and engagement from the stakeholders, we are confident that SESAR can support this endeavour,” said Florian Guillermet, Executive Director, SESAR Joint Undertaking.


- END -


NOTES TO EDITORS
The SESAR Drones Outlook Study (including an executive summary) is available for download.
 
Read about the results from the SESAR drone demos.
About drones

'Drones' refer to unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV); this includes, as a subset, remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS). Unmanned aerial system (UAS), of which the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) is the airborne component, comprising two fundamental types: Remotely‐Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS), a class of UAS which has a ‘pilot’ operating the Remotely‐Piloted Aircraft (RPA) from a Ground‐Control Station (GCS); and UAS with no remote pilot, or autonomous air vehicles. In this document, the term ‘drone’, essentially a layman’s term, refers to all types of UAS.

About SESAR
As the technological pillar of the Single European Sky initiative, SESAR aims to modernise and harmonise air traffic management in Europe. The SESAR Joint Undertaking (SESAR JU) was established in 2007 as a public-private partnership to support this endeavour. It does so by pooling the knowledge and resources of the entire ATM community in order to define, research, develop and validate innovative technological and operational solutions. The SESAR JU is also responsible for the execution of the European ATM Master Plan which since 2015 identifies the safe integration of drones as a formal priority for SESAR. Founded by the European Union and Eurocontrol, the SESAR JU has 19 members, who together with their partners and affiliate associations will represent over 100 companies working in Europe and beyond. The SESAR JU also works closely with staff associations, regulators, airport operators and the scientific community.


For further information, please contact:
Triona Keaveney, Senior Communications and Media Relations Officer 
Email: triona.keaveney@sesarju.eu /press@sesarju.eu 
Tel: + 32 2 507 80 12 
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